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BIVIMW OF 19L8 ACBIEVEMENTS OF USSR MEDICINE

In a recent report submitied to the Ministry of Public Health USSR, Ye. .
1. Smirnov desoribed the uchyevements of the medical profeesion for 1948 and
briefly indiocated worthwhile vrenda for 1949.

TN On the vhole, 1948 was a satisfactory year. Of the 23,5 thousand hospi.tal
R : beds vaich were made avallable, some 10,000 were sstablished in agrioultural
commnitiez. /- additional 10,000 were mads available for tuberouler patients.
Avout %0 nedico-sanitary departments wers organized at various industrial
. enterprises, and soms 3,00 medical asaistant and midwife posta wvere organized
-7 among the rural popuiation. Tha uaffioation of hosplitals and polyolinice
N ruised the quality of medical =asistance avallable %o agrioultural comminities,

The ranks of professional.personnel were lnoresased by an additsonal
24,740 dosturs, 52,320 middle mediual perwonnel, and about 4,000 speoialista.
Thie made possible the reactivation of 150 sanitary-epidemiologloal stations,

Ten

The various Solentifloc Research Institutes coatyibuted much to msdioal
knovledge, partiocularly in the field of immnogenic substances used agalnst
infeotious dlseases, as vell as the early dlegnosis of malignant growth and
variout other diceases.

Thexe wure aluo n great wany Alenppolintmente 1a 1948, Plans for inoreasing
the numbsr of hoapital beds wers not carried out in ‘he Ukrainian, latvien,
Tadzhik, Moldavian, and Estontan SSRs. The Kirglz and Urbek S88Rs 414 .ot
fulfill their hospital-bed quotas in agricultural communities as planned, Only
50 percent of the plan for organieation of mediocal asalstant and midyife
: e posts were carried out in the Uzdek, Kazakh, Armenian, and Turkmer SSRe.

4 R, The Takehik SSR completed only 25 peroant of its p . :

S T AT The various organizations of the Public Hoalth Bervine for the USSR are
: s resolvad to eliminate 1n 1949 the 19u4S saortouaings. Some of the more im-
portant tasks and projects are: ocompletiorn of ths unification of hospitals
and polyoclinics; insreasing the faoilitfes for &iepensary services to work-
men ard war wounded; olimfnation of d%seasss which csuss absenteelsa in
factories; improvement of methodas for the prophylaxis, sarly diagnoeis, and
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trealment of dlseases; utillzatlon of hospital beds; and the increasing and
improvement of specislized service in medlical centers of agricultural roglone.

The 1549 program also includes tie Increasing of facilities foy -infant
and maternlty care, as well es decreasing the number of deaths among nevborn
bables.

In the coming year much will be dens to improve the quality of sanitation-
antiepideflic  services to the public. Parasitic typhus must be completely
eliminated, malaria controlled, and such diseases ag intentinal infections,
dightheria, and scarlet fever eliminated In-so-far as possible.

Bealth service to persomnel working in important fndustries must be
lmproved. Various organizations of the Public Health Service should spend
up to 70 percent of their budgets in purchesing medicsl apparatus, surgical

. {nstruments, and equipment. Much needs to be done to improve the education
¥ ‘ayailable todootors ‘as well as middle medical personnel.

.. fhe 1948 industrial plan for the production of medical apparatus was
fulf1lled. by 107.5 percent, at 32,1 percent over increase over 19%7. There
‘was remarkable preduction of some products; for example, rivanol production
L o .- Indresmed 370 times’ over 1947, Veronal, aspirin, and powdered glucose

e ' v production almostitripled that of 19h7, Chloroform, oaffeln in azpules,
iy N oo, roaleiam ohlorfde; and . other production was twice that of 1947,

znhitored, ‘only 77 were able to complete theiy plans. Thias nevertheless,
was an fmprovemsnt. over 1947,. . There. were :several reasons.for this preduction
lag: the inability of the plants to get their quotas of rav material for the pro-
duotion of medical apparatus and surgical {nstruments and poor organ‘zation
B . and administration of labor, which was parvicularly noticesble in the ohesmico-
‘ : Pharmaceutical and madical instrument factories. i

“'In the general producticn pioture, of 105 plants that wers beinge

Plans for 1949 call for éven greater developmant of the aedical intustry.
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